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Brian’s Winter by Gary Paulsen is the followup to the best-selling 

novel Hatchet, a sequel in which the main character, Brian, has to endure 
the already dangerous Canadian woods through the harsh, freezing, deadly 
winter. The book is very thrilling, a real page-turner. Once you get into it 
you just cannot stop reading. Brian is also a very believable character, 
which makes the plot of the book even more engaging. Brian’s Winter 
starts around the time where its predecessor, Hatchet, left off, near the end 
of summer, getting ready for the plunge into long, dark, and frigid winter 
days. 

 
 Hatchet is a book in which a boy from New York, Brian, is on a plane 

to see his father, but by an unfortunate turn of events, the pilot has a heart 



attack and Brian’s plane crashes. The plane is small, so Brian and the pilot 
were the only occupants. After the crash, Brian has to fend for himself in 
the dangerous woods of Canada. Brian eventually finds a pattern for living 
in the woods: fish, hunt, eat (if there was any food), and then sleep. Despite 
all the challenges, Brian manages to survive and he lives fairly well (as well 
as you can live when you’re scavenging in the middle of nowhere without a 
single person for thousands of miles around). He builds a shelter, a bow, 
spears for fishing, and just about everything he would need. At the end of 
Hatchet, Brian is rescued and goes back to civilization, Brian’s Winter is 
what would have happened 
if he wasn’t rescued. 

 
In Brian’s Winter, 

which starts during the end 
of summer, creeping into 
fall, at first, Brian doesn’t 
seem to notice the signs, 
the subtle reminders that 
nature is giving him, telling 
him winter is coming and 
that things will get harder. 
One day when he spots a 
flock of geese migrating, all 
of the signs, every small 
warning, jumps on him and 
Brian has to start preparing. 
He makes clothes out of the 
hides that he had skinned 
from animals that he had 
hunted, a larger bow, 
bigger, sharper arrows and everything he might need. In Hatchet, Brian 
salvaged what he could from the plane wreckage, including a sleeping bag 
that would serve him well in the cold months to come. Eventually, snow 
comes and Brian is ready to meet it. At the moment he is living nicely off of 
a deer that wolves had killed, still with plenty of meat on the animal, but 



Brian is aware that he will eventually have to hunt, whether he likes it or 
not. When he finally goes out of his shelter to hunt, he finds the moose. 
She is a large cow with enough meat to last him a long time. He eventually 
kills the beast with a lance and takes it back to the shelter. He uses the 
cow’s hide for a larger, warmer parka. This style of living summarizes 
Brian’s life in the woods: hunt one day just so he can be alive the next day 
to go hunting again. Eventually, Brian is on a trek through the woods when 
he meets a Native American trapping family. He lives with them for weeks, 
helping them hunt and gather. When one of the planes that delivers the 
family’s supplies comes by, Brian, after a long moment of pause, goes 
home. 

 
In the end, Brian’s Winter is a great, engaging, thrilling book and I 

would recommend it to everyone. I would even go as far as saying it is 
better than its predecessor, Hatchet, because Brian’s chances of surviving 
are even lower making it a very high-stakes read. Engaging, thrilling, 
exciting, colorful, and beautiful, Gary Paulsen’s Brian’s Winter is all of those 
things and more. I would recommend this book to all readers. 

 
 


